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ABSTRACT 

 

Mega Bunga Indriyana. 1175030154. The Expressive Speech Acts on Netizen 

Comments of Joe Biden’s Instagram Post During Campaign Period. An 

Undergraduate Thesis, English Literature, Faculty of Adab and Humanities, 

State Islamic University of Sunan Gunung Djati Bandung. Supervisors: 1. Dr. H. 

Yuyun Nurulaen, M.Si. 2. Erlan Aditya Ardiansyah, S. S., M. Hum. 

United States presidential election 2020 is the most awaited event for the citizens of 

the United States. People usually want to know how good the presidential candidate is 

by searching for information about the presidential candidate. Checking the 

presidential candidates’ social media is one way to find out their profiles. Joe Biden 

uses the growing popularity of Instagram to gain public attention by posting some of 

his responses to current issues and promoting himself as the next President of the 

United States. It made Joe Biden’s Instagram account is filled with netizen comments. 

This research aims to identify the expressive speech acts that appear in Joe Biden's 

comments published on September 13, 2020, to January 20, 2021, and to describe the 

reasons for their use of these expressive speech acts. The instrument of this research is 

a document.  The data were collected by browsing the comments on Joe Biden’s 

Instagram post, then the data were selected, and identified the expressive speech acts 

used by netizens, then the research showed the findings of the research by presenting 

data and analysis. There are 79 data contained an expressive speech act, in which 35 

data as expressive of thanking, 5 data as expressive of congratulating, 15 data as 

expressive of wishing, 24 data as expressive of attitude. The expressive speech act of 

thanking is the most dominant type of expressive speech act found on the netizens’ 

comments of Joe Biden Instagram post. In conclusion, netizens’ comments contained 

the expressive speech act of thanking since netizens appreciated the good things that 

Joe Biden had planned when he ran for President of the United States. Joe Biden 

frequently posts his thoughts on various issues and promises a good solution in the 

future. Netizens expressed their gratitude for Joe Biden because they felt they had 

found a leader who cared about society. 
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