
 

vi 
 

CONTENT 

Approval Page……………………………………………………………………. 
i 

Acceptance Page......……………………………………………………………... ii 

Biography………………………………………………………………………... iii 

Dedication Sheet……………………………………………………………….... iv 

Preeface ................................................................................................................. v 

Content.................................................................................................................. 

Abstract.................................................................................................................. 

  vi 

 viii 

 

 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION…………………………………………..   1 

 A. Background of Research……………………………..........   1 

 B. Statements of Problem…………………………………….   4 

 C. Purpose of the Research ………………………………….   5 

 D. Significance of Research……………………………….…   5 

 E. Conceptual Framework …………………………………..   5 

 F. Procedure of Research …………………………………....   7 

 G. Organization of Writing …………………………………. 10 

   

CHAPTER II THEORETICAL UNDERPINNINGS…………………….  11 

 A. Theory of Semiotics ..…………………………………….  11 

 1. Definition of Semiotics …………………………….…..  11 

 B. Semiotics of Poetry ………………….……………………  13 

 1. The Poem’s Significance ……………………………..  16 

 2. Displacing meaning…………………………………...  17 

 3. Distorting meaning …………………………………...  17 

 4. Creating meaning……………………………………..  18 

 5. Sign Production……………………………………….  19 

 C. Social Criticism ..................................................................  20 

 D.  Biography of E.E Cummings ……………………………  21 



 

vii 
 

   

   

CHAPTER III SOCIAL CRITICISM IN E.E. CUMMING POEMS …  24 

 A. Cummings’ Social Criticisms …………………………….  25 

 1. Mortals ………………………………………………...  25 

 2. If you can't eat you got to ……………………………...  31 

 3. Love is more thicker than forget……………………….  36 

 4. Will you teach a wretch to live straighter than a needle.  40 

 5. As freedom is a breakfastfood ………………………...  44 

 6. Anyone lived in a pretty how town ……………………  49 

 B. The Way Cummings Delivers His Criticism …………..…  53 

  

 

 

CHAPTER IV CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS……………….…  61 

 A. Conclusions……………………………………………......  61 

 B. Suggestions………………………………………………..  63 

   

REFERENCE……………………………………………………………………  64 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


